
Holy Spirit Parish 
Social Justice Ministry Committee 

  December 5, 2019 
Minutes 

 
 
Meeting opened with a song/prayer, “Emmanuel”, led by Fr. Steve. 
 
Members Present:  Dave Baker, Patti Boylan, Karen Clifford, Sr. Barb Knauf, Deacon Rick Letto, 
        Arlene Meyerhofer, Jim Wiese, Susan Zach 
Members Absent: Jessica Enstad, Richard Hoffman, Harry McGee, Carol Steltenpohl, Marilyn 
        Slusarski, Bob Wolensky. 
 
New Members Present:  John and Patty Noel, Clint Schultz, Rosan Zahn. 
 
Retired Member:  Kathy Willkom 
 
Reports from Fr. Steve: 
The new Ministry Center is ahead of schedule for completion. 
 
On Tuesday, Dec. 3, UW-SP signed a contract to purchase the Newman Center for $475,000. 
Closing will take place on February 28, 2020. 
 
Tree of Life will be removed from the Center to be installed at the Ministry Center.  
 
The possible date for the formal departure will be February 16, 2020.  
 
An ad hoc committee to “nest” the Ministry Center is being formed.  Committee members will 
choose furniture and artwork to garnish the spaces. 
 
Decisions about the usage of Kostka Hall are still in process.  Susan Zach and Jessica Enstad are 
working on it.  It is being considered as the future place for UW-SP student meetings and 
activities. 
 
In January, all committees will review goals and objectives for 2020.  In February the 
committees will determine how to integrate the goals and objectives into a budget. 
 
Volunteer:  Mary Ann Krems will present to the entire large group of committees what was 
discussed and decided at this meeting. 



 
Reports and Future Opportunities 
 
Michelle Shulfer, a volunteer for “Feed My Starving Children”, told the committee about this 
program about the event scheduled at the Noel Hanger on Feb.21-22, 2020.  Volunteers are 
being recruited to work two-hour shifts filling bags with dried legumes and other foods to 
provide nutritious foods to children at risk for malnutrition.  These bags’ contents are 
specifically filled with food that can be digested to reverse incipient malnutrition. 
A Q &A period followed.  Besides volunteers, money is needed to cover the costs of pallets, 
foods, bags.  A $8,000 grant has been received from the diocese.  $26,000 is still needed.  
Discussion continued about various ways this money could be raised as well as ideas for how 
students could help raise this money:  selling candy bars, etc. 
More info can be found of the website:  https://give.fmsc.org/campaign/2002-304ea-stevens-
point-wi-us-stevens-point/c256010. (See Appendix A for more information.) 
 
Susan Zach agreed to be part of the Ad Hoc Design Team to choose furniture and artwork for 
the Ministry Center. As such, she will be the Social Justice Committee representative. 
 
A sign-up sheet was passed around for volunteers for any one or more of the six meals served 
at the Salvation Army during December 17 and January 21. 
 
Nancy Turyk, UW-Extension, will be speaking about climate issues on Thursday, Jan.30 in 
Kostka Hall from 6:30-8:00PM.  The title of her program is: “Climate Change in Wisconsin:  
Social Justice and Response”.  The entire parish is invited to attend.  Information will be 
forthcoming via the Sunday Bulletin, etc.  If weather intervenes, the follow up date is Thursday, 
Feb. 13, same time and place. 
 
Because our agendas are large, our members are vocal and our time is limited, Deacon Rick 
suggested that “Laudato Si” be a “study group” for Lent.  Members concurred. 
 
Susan Zach gave specific information about a possible solution to the need for a well for 
Lalomas, Haiti. ( Fr. Max from Lalomas, Haiti, mentioned the need for a well for their parish 
when he came to visit in early October.)  Since then members of the Haiti group have been 
meeting and this business, located in Minnesota, that developed water projects for Third World 
nations was suggested as a contact.  This group has a specific agenda and protocol for building 
wells in specific areas.  See Appendix B for details from Susan. 
 
Mary Ann Krems and Jim Wiese, parish members, are also members of a newly formed 
program, Rent Ready Program, provide a training, certification and rent assurance program 
that will help homeless, borderline homeless as well as others with adverse histories to obtain 



market rate rental housing they would otherwise be unable to obtain.  Five local churches form 
part of the community-based partnerships:  Trinity Lutheran, The Beloved Community, Frame, 
and Woodlands along with Holy Spirit. Up front funds will be needed to implement this 
program. (See Appendix C for details for this program). Members supported the direction of 
this group. 
 
Karen Clifford reminded members that the Reverse Advent Giving Project is being collected on 
January 5, 2020 (Epiphany Sunday).  Volunteers are needed to help with collection (sorting 
items for each designated group) and delivery.  Several groups indicated that they will have 
someone pick up the donations if given further directions. 
 
Mary Ann Krems made a report about the Christmas Dinner to be held in Kostka Hall from 
11AM-1 PM on Christmas Day.  Volunteers for setting up, cleaning up, doing home deliveries, 
preparing some of the foods, serving food would be needed. 
 
 
Committee Reports to large group then ensued. 
 
Deacon Rick lead the closing prayer (on back of Agenda). 
 
Meeting Adjourned at 8 PM. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      


